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By Pete Earley and Charles Babcock 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

The bullets that struck President Reagan and two of the 
three other persons wounded in Monday’s assassination 
attempt were positively identified yesterday by the FBI as 
“Devastators” — expensive, customized .22-caliber cart 
ridges designed to explode upon impact with the force 
slugs fired from much more powerful handguns. None 
those bullets exploded, however. , 

A “strong probability” exists that a fourth bullet, which 
struck White House press secretary James S. Brady in fire 
head, was a Devastator that did explode. 

The FBI said last night after farther 1 tests that the ex- 
plosive container in the bullet that hit Reagan was still 
complete and that none of the material had leaked into the 
president’s chest as was first feared. 

Although federal authorities said they were not familiar 
with Devastators, a check of 21 ammunition dealers in the 
Lubbock, Tex., area — where alleged assailant John W. 
Hinckley Jr., purchased five handguns — shows that ex- 
ploding ammunition, including Devastators, is readily avail- 
able. : \ 






By Ron Shaffer and Laura A. Kieman 

r Washington Post Staff Writers 

;ators who searched the downtown hotel room of 
John W, Hinckley Jr. confiscated two tape record- 
ings — including one of telephone conversations between 
Hinckley and a woman believed to be Jodie Foster, the 
teen-aged movie star Hinckley was apparently trying to 
impress when he allegedly shot President Reagan, accord- 
ing to informed sources. 

The other tape recording taken from Room 312 of the 
Park Central Hotel here, the sources said, was of Hinckley 
playing the guitar. 

Law enforcement officials are considering the recorded 
conversations as further evidence of an obsession with the 
actress, an obsession that investigators believe led the shy, 
25-year-old drifter to shoot the president. 

An unmailed, two-page letter also found in the hotel 
room — addressed “Dear Jodie,” signed “John Hinckley” 
and apparently written less than two hours before Mon- 
day’s shooting — refers to telephone conversations with 
jher. , 

1 “Although we talked on the phone a couple of times, I 



Lubbock pawn shop owner Scott Elmore said exploding Ipever had the nerve to simply approach you and introduce 
bullets were the “in thing” about a year ago for hunting myself, ” the letter reads. 

\ rabbits and were sold at moot gun stores. They are usually ^ “Jodie,” the letter reads, “I would abandon this idea of 
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HINCKLEY, From A1 

P getting Reagan in a second if I could 
' only win your heart and live out the 
rest of my life with you, whether it be 
in total obscurity or whatever .... 
The reason Tm going ahead with this 
attempt now is that I just cannot wait 
any longer to impress you.” 

Foster, an 18-year-old freshman at 
Yale University, said in a news confer- 
ence Wednesday that she had never 
talked with . Hinckley, although nu- 
merous letters signed “John W. 
Hinckley” or were among the 

thousands of pieces of unsolicited mail 
she has received. 

Investigators are working on the 
theory that the conversations referred 
to in the letter may have been made 
by an anonymous caller that Foster 
never knew by name. That caller 
could have been Hinckley, and the 
taped conversation could be one of 
the calls, sources said. 

The tapes are now in the custody of 
the FBI, which is evaluating them as 
part of its investigation into the 
shooting that wounded Reagan, presi- 
dential press secretary James S. 
Brady, D.C. policeman Thomas K. 
Delahanty and Secret Service agent 
Timothy J. McCarthy. All are recover- 
ing in downtown hospitals. 

Federal investigators are checking 
the long-distance telephone calls from 
every place Hinckley is known to have 
stayed, including the home of his par- 
ents in a fashionable suburb of Den- 
ver, Colo. 

The FBI has declined comment on 
all aspects of anything recovered from 
Hinckley's hotel room here. The FBI 
inventory of those items is said to 
number more than a dozen pages, but 
the usually public record of. that in* 

1 ventory has been sealed by the court. 

Meanwhile, a task force of some 60 
people, principally FBI agents comple- 
mented by Secret Service officers and 
D.C. policemen, is sifting through 
hundreds of leads in an attempt to 
trace Hinckley’s travels across the 
country in the months prior to the 
shooting. 

Hinckley has been charged with 
attempted assassination of the presi- 
dent, a charge that could result in life 
imprisonment upon conviction, and 
assault on a federal officer — the Se- 
cret Service officer. 

A federal judge yesterday tentative- 
ly declared him mentally competent 
to stand trial, but ordered more thor- 
ough mental tests, including some to 
determine if he was sane at the time 
of the shooting. Hinckley is now being 
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Actress Jodie Foster and an unidentified friend shown after a class at Yale yesterday. 



held in a psychiatric wing of the Fed- 
eral Correctional Institute in Butner, 
N.C.. . ,v. 

John Hinckley Sr., chairman of the 
board of Vanderbilt Energy Corp. of 
Denver, and his wife visited their son . 
for about two hours yesterday, along | 
with lawyers from the Washington 
firm of Williams & Connolly, sources , 
said. 

Before he was flown to Butner by 
helicopter Thursday, Hinckley was 
being kept isolated in the Quantico 
Marine Base brig under extraordi- 
narily tight security precautions. 

While there, his demeanor was 



marked by passive behavior, particu- 
larly considering the -gravity of charges 
against _ him. Hinckley’s sole request 
during ‘his confinement was for an 
electric razor, which law enforcement 
officials promptly went out and 
bought for him, informed sources said. 

Investigators believe that Hinckley 
developed an obsession for Foster, 
whose most talked-about role was that 
of a teen-aged prostitute in the 1975 

film Taxi Driver.” ' - 
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Australian TV Bans ‘ Taxi Driver 9 



SYDNEY, April 3 (UPI) - 
The Australian Broadcasting Tri- 
bunal has banned a television 
showing of the film Taxi Driver" 1 
because of the assassination at- 
tempt against President Reagan, 
officials said today. 

A subplot of the film involves 
an attempt to assassinate a Senate 
candidate and some officials be- 
lieve it influenced John W, Hinck- 
ley, Reagan’s alleged assailant 
. « A spokesman for the commer- 
cial television station said Taxi 



Driver” had been scheduled for 
showing because its star, Robert - 
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DeNiro, won an Academy Award 
for best actor for his role in “Rag- 
ing Bull.” . 

A statement by the tribunal 
said it “reviewed the film’s classifi- 
cation in the light of the recent 
events involving President 
Reagan” and “decided under the 
circumstances that the film is not 
suitable.” 

Hinckley allegedly wrote a letter 
saying he would kill Reagan to 
win the love of actress Jodie Fos- 
ter, who played a child prostitute 
in Taxi Driver,” 
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In that film, the driver, a mentally 
unstable war veteran who hat fallen in 
love with the prostitute, stalks a polit- 
ical candidate and plans to assassinate 
him. But those plans are foiled by a 
security guard. 

Hinckley was arrested at the Nash- 
ville metropolitan airport on Oct 9 
when three guns he was carrying in 
his suitcase set off a metal detector. 
Then-president Carter was in town on 
I the same day and then-candidate 
Reagan was scheduled to be in Mem- 
phis on the same day. 

The plane Hinckley was trying to 
board when he was arrested was 
headed for New York — where both 
Reagan and Carter were scheduled to 
be the following week. 
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Federal investigators now believe 
there are definite parallels, sources 
said, between the behavior of Hinck- 
ley and that of Arthur Bremer, who 
shot George Wallace in Laurel, Md, 
in 1972 after stalking the candidate 
around the country. The author of the 
screenplay for “Taxi Driver” said the 
story was inspired by Bremer’s life. It 
is still unclear, however, whether 
Hinckley ever saw the film. 

What is clear, from the letter and 
the findings of investigators, is that 
Hinckley pursued Foster for seven 
months. He followed her to Yale, 
bragged to bar patrons that he was 
her boyfriend, hard-delivered numer- 
ous notes to her doorstep and stood 
outside her dormitory until, the letter 
says, he -became “a topic of more than 
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a little conversation, however full of 
ridicule it may be." 

Foster said at her press conference 
that the letters she received at Yale 
that presumably came from Hinckley 
“were assumed to have been love-type 
letters.” 

In one instance, she said, she re- 
ceived a greeting card with the words, 
“I love you,” written several times. 
Foster said she threw away the fi rst 
letters she received, but several re- 
ceived after March 1 were turned over 
to her college dean and are now in the 
possession of the FBI. 

The Hinckley family has said little 
about their son since his arrest On 
Thursday, their next-door neighbor, 
William Sells Jr., told reporters that 
the Hinckleys were unaware of their 
son’s reported infatuation with Foster 
or his possession of guns until it was 
reported in the media. 

* Investigators have .found evidence 
that Hinckley purchased at least six 
guns, three of which were confiscated 
in Nashville and two others of which 
were the same type of cheap, .22 cali- 
ber revolver used in the shooting of 
Reagan. 

Federal investigators now have five 
of the guns in .their possession, includ- 
ing one found at the scene of Mon- 
day’s shooting outside the Washington 
Hilton Hotel, sources said yesterday. 

On the day of the shooting, Hinck- 
ley’s parents said that their son had 
been under psychiatric care for five 
months before the shooting. 

Law enforcement officials have lo- 
aded the psychiatrist, who is practic- 
ing in the Denver area, but he has 
refused to discuss Hinckley with 
them, citing the confidentiality of his 



relationship with his patient 
Meanwhile, Hinckley’s defense law- 
yers told government prosecutors yes- 
terday that they would not appeal the 
federal court order committing their 
client for psychiatric examination, a 
procedure that is expected to last at 
least 90 days. 



BULLETS, From A1 

used in rifles. The bullets, however, 
were not reliable, Elmore said, and 
their. popularity diminished At least 
one major Lubbock ammunition deal- 
er, K-B Guns, still sells Devastators, 
primarily to police. 

Thomas Kelleher, assistant FBI di- 
rector in charge of the agency’s labo- 
ratory, said the bullets removed from 
Secret Service Agent Timothy J. Mc- 
Carthy and D.C. policeman Thomas 
K. Delahanty also were identified as 
Devastators. 

The crime lab chief said it is un- 
dear why the bullet that hit Brady 
exploded while the three other slugs 
did not An official for Bingham Ltd., 
the Norcross, Ga., company that man- 
ufacturers Devastators, told the FBI 
that the bullets h ad to be traveling at 
’ ‘ feet per second to hurst on 




i possible reason the shigB didn’t 
explode, a ballistics expert suggested, 
is because th e RG14 six-ahpt revolve r 
which Hinckley is accused of usifife 
far too short 
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Bingham Ltd., 
created for “defensive use.” They were 
designed primarily for use against sky- 
jackers by skymarshals who needed a 
round that could be fired aboard an 
airplane without the risk of penetrat- 
ing the aircraft skin and causing rapid 
decompression. The bullets have been 
available commercially since 1978. . 

Technical experts at Bingham Ltd, 
said they enlarge the hole in the tip of 
a standard .22-caliber long-rifle hol- 
low-point bullet and insert a small 
aluminum cup which is filled with 
from one to three grains of lead azide. 
The tip is sealed with lacquer. The 
bullet is designed to explode on im- 
pact when the lead azide is crushed. 

Asked if the bullet is more or less 
deadly than a conventional .22 bullet, 
Kelleher said, “I really don’t know 
but, normally, fragmentation causes 
more damage. It’s made to reduce 
penetration and keep all the punch 
that you cam" , " • . , 

A company spokesman for Devas- 
tator said the bullet has the impact of 
one shot from a .38-caliber or larger 
handgun. 

Kelleher said ‘it was possible but 
not probable that the bullet in Presi- 
dent Reagan’s lung could have deto- 
nated or exploded during the opera- 
tion to remove it 

Noting that the bullet had hit the 
esident’s car before striking him, 
Kelleher said, “It already had taken as 
big a shock as it was going to take on 
the ricochet” 

Delahanty underwent emergency 



surgery Thursday night at the Wash- 
ington Hospital Center to remove the 
bullet lodged near his spinal cord after 
the FBI had told his doctors it might 
be explosive. “Our concern was the 
bullet’s location in the neck near the 
spinal column,” Kelleher said. He 
added that there were concerns that 
the bullet still might ignite because of 
heat or shock from some hospital 
treatment 

Kelleher and FBI spokesman Roger 
Young defended the length of time 
took for the FBI to determine that 
bullets were Devastators. The 
Washington Poet reported yesterday 
that an empty box labeled “Devas- 
tator” was found in Hinckley’s hotel 
room by investigators Monday. But 
Kelleher said the bureau had not 
heard the name “Devastators” until 
Tuesday. 

There was further delay because 
not a single reference about Devas- 
tators was found jn the 3,000 cases o n 
file iP- j the bureaus Tirearma can, ne 
said. Alter a lull day’s search lues- 
day, it was.leamed that the manufac- 
turer was the Bingham. company, and 
a request was sent to the manufactur- 
er for specimeTSTof the shells, Kelle- 
her said. . * ' 

The cartridges didn’t arrive, until 
Thursday afternoon and after a quick 
examination Delahanty’s doctors were 
informed about the possibility that he 
was still carrying a potentially explo- 
sive round. 

Kelleher noted that it was also like- 
ly that the two bullets that did not 
hit anyone were Devastators as well 
One hit the president’s limousine win- 
dow and fragmented. The other hit 
the window of a building across the 
street and fragmented. •§£ 

> A source said, however, that FBI 
agents were told two hours after the 
shooting that the buDete fired at . 
Reagan could not have been conven- 
tional ammunition because the bullet 
hole in the glass window across the 
street was too large for a .22-caliber 
and because pieces of the bullet were 
found on the floor between the glass 
and a drape. * - 

Although the FBI did not have any 
records about Devastators in its files, 
the D.C. Police Firearms' Unit has a 
box of Exploders made by Bingham 
in its bullet library. Exploders are 
made exactly like Devastators, except 
they are a larger caliber bullet than 
.22b. 

The Devastators fall under the 
same regulations as less powerful con- 
ventional bullets even though they 
have exploding heads. A bullet must 
have at least; one-fourth of an ounce 
of explosive in its tip to come under 
stricter federal rules governing artil- 
lery shells. 
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Exploding type has a detona- 
tor in the nose which explodes 
on impact hurling fragments 
like shrapnel 
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Solid-nose type 
makes a dean 
hole slightly 
larger than the 
diameter of the 
- slug itself 
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Hollow-nose type 
“mushrooms" on 
impact, making a 
more ragged hole 
somewhat larger 
than the slug 
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- The Washington Post 



